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Virginia Department of Social Services 
Institutional Review Board  

REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION REVIEW  

  
The project identified above should be approved as exempt from review by the 
Institutional Review Board, based on the following exemption criteria (please check all that 
apply):  

 
 It is conducted in an established educational setting(s). 

 It involves the use of educational tests, survey/interview procedures, or observation of 
public behavior. 

 

 It involves the collection or study of existing data, documents, or records that are 
publicly available or recorded in such a manner that subjects cannot be identified. 

 

 It is conducted by, or subject to approval of, the Commissioner and studies or evaluates 
public benefit and service programs; procedures for obtaining benefits or services; 
possible changes in procedures; or possible changes in methods or levels of payment. 

 
Please explain how the exemption(s) selected applies to the proposed research project: 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Signature of Principal Investigator:_______________________________   Date: _____________ 
 
     If submitting an electronic copy of this form and supporting documentation, please send to:  irb@dss.virginia.gov.   
     If mailing paper copies of the completed form and other documentation, please send to:  IRB Coordinator, Institutional  
     Review Board / Office of Research, Virginia Department of Social Services, 7 North Eighth Street, 5th Floor, Richmond,   
     Virginia  23219-3301.   
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